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Instructor: William Rehg SJ





brrehg@gmail.com
Prerequisites: This course is a graduate course in philosophy, and thus presupposes a background familiarity with the Western philosophical tradition and facility in philosophical discourse, at a level consonant with that of a senior undergraduate major. 

Objectives: The course aims to help students achieve the following objectives: 

(1) An understanding of some of the most influential approaches in 20th-century and contemporary studies of technology: Heidegger, critical social theory, SCOT, American philosophy of technology.  

(2) An ability to bring philosophical, historical, and sociological approaches critically to bear on the collaborative analysis of specific technologies.

(3) An integration of methods that the student considers adequate for the critical analysis of technology in contemporary life.

Texts: David M. Kaplan (ed.), Readings in the Philosophy of Technology (Rowman & Littlefield, 2004)

Andrew Feenberg, Questioning Technology (Routledge, 1999)

David E. Nye, Consuming Power (MIT Press, 1998)

Readings on Blackboard

On reserve in Cudahy Library: Kaplan, Readings; Heidegger, Question Concerning Technology; Pacey, Culture of Technology; Bijker, Hughes, and Pinch (eds.), Social Construction of Technological Systems; Winner, Whale and the Reactor.
Course Organization and Assignments

Part I. 20th-century philosophy of technology

cultural  critique: Heidegger; Dreyfus (in Kaplan, chaps. 3, 4)

political critique: Marcuse, Habermas (in Kaplan, chaps. 5, 6) 




Assignments: one-paragraph papers

Part II. Sociological analyses


Bijker, Hughes (Blackboard; Cudahy reserve)


Latour (in Kaplan, chap. 12)




Assignments: two-page applications to Nye

Part III. Contemporary philosophical approaches


cultural critique: Pacey, Borgmann (in Kaplan, chaps. 7, 9); Feenberg, chaps. 8, 9


political critique: Winner, Sclove (in Kaplan, chaps. 8, 19, 20): Feenberg, chaps. 4-6




Assignments: expert panel presentations

Part IV. Critical integration and application




Assignments: group collaborations

